Prof. Margrit V. Zinggeler, Ph.D.

e-mail: mzinggele@emich.edu

Office: 326 Alexander Music Bldg.

Tel: (Office) (734) 487-0130 ext. 1995 

Office Hours:    M     4:00-5:00p
T      9:00-11:00a and 4:00-5:00p

                          Th    3:00-5:00p
F      12:00-12:50p , 3-4p  and by appointment

German Composition on Cultures and Civilization

German 343; 3 Cr.; Fall 2008

MWF  1:00 – 1:50 pm, 217 Alexander

Required texts: Koepke, Wulf. Die Deutschen. 5th Ed. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2000. 

Additional recommended texts:

1) Unabridged German Dictionary, Harper Collins, newest ed. Or German Dictionary, Harper Collins, latest ed. 

2) Stern, Susan. These Strange German Ways. ISBN: 3925744096 (written in English) $ 14.95

3) Filippo, H. The German Way. ISBN: 0844225134 (written in English) $ 14.95

4) Stevenson, Patrick. The German Speaking World. ISBN: 0415129850 $ 22.95

Websites: www.germany-info.org, www.goethe.de, www.gutenberg-spiegel.de, 


  www.swissinfo.org; www.swissworld.org, www.admin.ch, 


  www.austroinfo.org, www.cas.umn.edu (Center for Austrian Studies)

Objectives: The predominant objective of German 343 is learning and writing about German cultures and civilization. This goal is based on the Standards defined by ACTFL (American Association on the Teaching of Foreign Languages), which focus on the areas: Communication, Cultures, Comparison, Connection, and Communities (http://www.actfl.org/files/public/StandardsforFLLexecsumm_rev.pdf ), and the foreign language proficiency guidelines as standards for assessment. In this course we learn to better communicate in the target language, we learn about the cultures and civilizations of the German speaking countries, we compare and connect new knowledge to our own lives, and we strive to enrich our communities. These so-called “five Cs” will be accomplished with a strong emphasis on formal and informal composition writing. Additionally, a review of the most salient German grammar points belongs to the objectives of this course accordingly.

Outcome: After completing this course and the assignments successfully, students should reach a proficiency level of Intermediate-Mid to Intermediate-High of the ACTFL proficiency guidelines for writing (interpersonal, presentational, and interpretive)

(See: http://www.actfl.org/files/public/writingguidelines.pdf) and students have to demonstrate a general knowledge of the culture and history of the German-speaking peoples in Europe.

Language Assessement: Students of German 343 are required to complete the online STAMP (Standards-based Measurement of Proficiency) Test of German language proficiency rating in reading, writing, and speaking. Go to http://www.stamptest.net/stamp0708/stamptest/ and prepare with free practice test. Date TBA in early November. The goal is that students reach a proficiency level of intermediate mid to high by the end of third year of college language instruction. 
Methodology and Homework Assignments: 

1) For each session you have to prepare well and do the homework assignments from the reading and exercise section of the textbook, Die Deutschen, as defined in the following syllabus. We concentrate on the second part of the book, “Gegenwart,” (Present Time) starting on p. 205 (chapters 1-17) and on German history beginning with the 19th century (chapters 9-15). You must prepare for class by reading the chapters indicated for each class session and write the answers of selected questions into the text book or a notebook. The questions of selected chapters have to be answered and presented by students in class. Always use a marker to highlight new German words and important phrases and enter them into a small notebook and review the entries whenever you have an idle minute and use them often in your composition writing. Note: All Hausaufgaben are due on the day entered in the syllabus. After my brief lecture, students will discuss the “Fragen zum Text” in groups and present a summary to the class. We also work on a selection of grammatical exercises in the back of the textbook and view videos on certain topics.
2) Students are required to complete two different kinds of writing assignments in German: 1) Six essey writing assignments (Aufsätze) of a minimum of 200 words (please add the word count!) about your reflections and thoughts on the readings in the textbook based on “Aufsatzthemen” indicated in this syllabus. Always re-read and edit your writing before submitting the essays online! This course is web-enhanced, which means that you have get access to emuonlin and submit your written homework online at http://www.emuonline.edu/ . Write your assignments in a word file and submit it in the appropriate dropbox on the specified dates. No LATE SUBMISSIONS are possible, but you can submit your essay before the due date.

3) Students have to write one research paper (Bericht) focusing on cultural or historical issues in Austria, Switzerland, or other European German-speaking areas (e.g. in Luxemburg, Lichtenstein, Belgium, Northern Italy, Romania, but not Germany). You should discuss your chosen topic and your sources with me during my office hours. Each research paper must be typed in German (minimum 600 words), on a word processor and must contain a bibliography with at least 4 sources. I will correct the first version (1. Fassung) sent to me via dropbox using abbreviations to give students guidelines regarding grammatical and syntactical errors for re-writes (2. Fassung). Please be aware that plagiarism (=copying) from the Internet or other authors and sources is a serious offense that I need to report to the EMU Judicial Office. (See more below)

4) Three short grammar quizzes on problematical grammar issues. 

5) There is a take home mid-term exercise and a written final examination.

Attendance: 
Class attendance is absolutely required! In case of illness or an emergency (documented illness, death in immediate family, participation in university-sponsored events), please send me an e-mail. (mzinggeler@emich.edu); homework is due by next class session. With the 5th unexcused absence you will automatically receive an E as grade for this course!

Participation: You have to practice and work daily, similar to learning to play a musical instrument. Quality participation requires strong preparation and willingness to communicate in German and be involved during class sessions. Contribute to structural and communicative activities! Never be afraid to speak German! Communication is much more important than correct grammar! 

Participate in German Club activities!

German Majors and Teacher candidates: You must collect and save samples of your assignments and work (tests, quizzes, essays, reports, papers etc.) of this class for your future senior portfolio and/or electronic LifeText.

Academic dishonesty - Office of Student Judicial Services: Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services, 250Student Center, for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.  For description of what plagiarism entails, go to: http://www.emich.edu/halle/plagiarism.html 
Classroom Management Issues - Office of Student Judicial Services: Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Example of inappropriate classroom conduct include: repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis
Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS) - Office of International Student:

The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students report to the Office of International Students, 244 Student Center within 10 days of the event:


Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.


Changes in your degree-completion date.


Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).


Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.Employment on or off-campus.

Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

Special Needs Accommodations - Access Services: If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 240K Student Center. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.
Assessment

Grade policy: 
Class participation, oral activities, class presentation

15%
6 Aufsätze





30%

3 short Grammar quizzes




10%



1 Research Paper
(second version will be graded)

20%



Mid-term examination




10%



Final written examination




15%

You can view your grades online www.emuonline.edu 

Grade distribution:  
A:
96-100%
C: 
66-70%




A-:
91-95%

C-:
61-65%




B+:
86-90%

D+:
56-60%

(tentative)

B:
81-85%

D:
51-55%




B-:
76-80%

E:
46-50%




C+
71-75%



Syllabus (tentative)

A class syllabus is a contract between the student and the instructor. In order to successfully complete this course, it is the student’s responsibility to follow this syllabus, assignments, and requirements.

	Dates
	Content of sessions and homework assignments.

Always bring textbook to class!

G = Gegenwart  (Present-day)   V = Vergangenheit  (History)

	3. Sept.
	Einführung und Geografie, S. 2-12 (Introduction and Geography)

	5. Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 1 (G): Die deutschen Länder (The German Federal States), S. 207-216. Hausaufgaben (due for this session): Kap. 1 (G) lesen und Fragen S. 126 zum Text vorbereiten. Grammatik S. 469 B.

………………………………………………………………….

	Week 2
	

	8. Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 1 (G): Die deutschen Länder, S. 216-226

Hausaufgaben (due for this session): lesen und Fragen S. 226f. zum Text vorbereiten. Grammatik S. 468 1.A. 
………………………………………………………………….

	10.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 16 (G): Besuch in Österreich (Visit in Austria), S. 395-403

Hausaufgaben (due for this session): lesen und Fragen S. 410f. zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 501 C; start writing first essay due on 9/15
…………………………………………………………………. 

	12.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 16 (G): Besuch in Österreich, S.403- 410

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text S. 411f. vorbereiten; Erster Aufsatz abgeben (select from topics on p. 412; minimum 200 words); submit online www.emuonline.edu (no late submission!)
………………………………………………………………….

	Week 3
	

	15.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 17. Besuch in der Schweiz (Visit in Switzerland), S. 413-427; Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text in Gruppen vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 503 B.

………………………………………………………………….

	17.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 2 (G): Die Deutschen von heute (Present-Day Germans), S. 228-233; Kap. 9 (V): Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit (Unity, Justice, and Freedom), S. 109-113

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 470 B and S. 453 C.

…………………………………………………………………….

	19.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 2 (G): Die Deutschen von heute, S. 233-237;

Kap. 9 (V): Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit, S. 113-116; Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten. Grammatik S. 470 C.
………………………………………………………………….

	Week 4
	

	22.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 10 (V): Die verspätete Nation (The Late Nation), S. 117-121; Kap. 3 (G): Die Familie (The German Family), S. 238-242. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten. Grammatik S. 455 C and S. 473 C.

………………………………………………………………….

	24.Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 10 (V): Die verspätete Nation, S. 121- 125; Kap. 3 (G): Die Familie (The Family), S. 242-247;

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Zweiter Aufsatz schreiben

………………………………………………………………….

	26.Sept.
	In Klasse: Short Grammar-Quiz 1; Video

Zweiter Aufsatz (select from topics on p. 247; minimum 200 words); schreiben und online abgeben (no late submission!)
………………………………………………………………….

	Week 5
	

	29. Sept.
	In Klasse: Kap. 11 (V): Weltpolitik (World Politics), S. 126-131

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text S. 137f. vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 457 B.
………………………………………………………………….

	1. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 11 (V): Weltpolitik, S. 131- 138; Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 458 C.

………………………………………………………………………………

	3. Okt.
	Prof. Zinggeler at German Studies Association Conference

In Klasse: Deutsche Feiertage, Video. Kap. 4 (G): Feste im Jahreslauf (German Holidays and Celebrations), S. 248-255

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 475 C. ……………………………………………………………………..

	Week 6
	

	6. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 12 (V): Weimar und Potsdam, S. 139-143

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 459 B.

………………………………………………………………….

	8. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 12 (V): Weimar und Potsdam, S. 143-148; Kap. 5 (G): Die Schule (The German School System), S. 257-262

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 477 C. Dritter Aufsatz schreiben

Please participate in German-American Day Celebration!

	10. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 5 (G): Die Schule (The German School System), S. 263-269. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Dritter Aufsatz (select from topics on p. 150; minimum 200 words); online abgeben (no late submission!) …………………………………………………………………..

	Week 7
	

	13. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 13 (G): Der Nationalsozialismus, S. 151-156

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 462 B.

………………………………………………………………….

	15. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 13 (G): Der Nationalsozialismus, S. 157-163

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 462 C.

………………………………………………………………….

	17. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 6 (G): Studium in Deutschland (Studying at German Universities), S. 272-278

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Vierter Aufsatz (select from topics on p. 163; minimum 200 words) online abgeben (no late submission!)
………………………………………………………………….

	Week 8
	

	20. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 6 (G): Studium in Deutschland, S. 278-283

Hausaufgaben: Lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 480 C.

……………………………………………………………………

	22. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 14 (V): Das Wirtschaftswunder (The Economic Miracle), S. 164-170

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 464 B. ………………………………………………………………….

	24. Okt.
	No class! Prof. Zinggeler at MIWLA Conference in Lansing, MI

Hausaufgaben: Write fifth essay in German on The Heinrich-Heine University of Düsseldorf (http://www.uni-duesseldorf.de/)
Take Home Mid-Term Examination: submit online by 10/26/08! 

	Week 9
	

	27. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 14 (V): Das Wirtschaftswunder, S. 170-176

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 464 B. ………………………………………………………………….

	29. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 7 (V): Berufsausbildung und Berufstätigkeit (The Dual System of Professional Training), S. 286-295 (Group work)

Hausaufgaben: lesen und für Gruppenarbeit vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 482 C.
………………………………………………………………….

	31. Okt.
	In Klasse: Kap. 15 (V): Die Berliner Mauer und ihr Fall (The Fall of the Berlin Wall), S. 180-185; Short Grammar-Quiz 2
Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 466 B. Bericht recherchieren
………………………………………………………………….

	Week 10
	STAMP-Test this week! - Please come to my office hour and report on the topic of your research paper during this week! Diese Woche für Bericht recherchieren!

	3. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 15 (V): Die Berliner Mauer und ihr Fall, S. 180-185-190. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Bericht recherchieren
………………………………………………………………….

	5. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 15 (V): Die Berliner Mauer und ihr Fall, S. 180-191-199. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Sechster Aufsatz schreiben   

………………………………………………………………….

	7. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap.  8 (G): Die deutsche Wirtschaft (The German Economy), S. 297-304. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Sechster Aufsatz (select from topics on p. 201; minimum 200 words) online abgeben (no late submission!)

………………………………………………………………….

	Week 11
	Nov. 10 – 14 EMU International  Week

	10. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap.  8 (G): Die deutsche Wirtschaft, S. 304-310

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 484 B. Bericht schreiben

………………………………………………………………….

	12. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 9 (G): Vereine und Verbände in Deutschland (Private Organizations and Clubs in Germany, S. 313-317

Hausaufgaben: S. 121-125 lesen und Fragen vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 487 C.

	14. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 10 (G): Sport in Deutschland, S. 319-327.

Hausaufgaben: Lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 488 C.

…………………………………………………………………..

	Week 12
	

	17. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 11 (G) Urlaubsreisen (Vacations and Traveling), S. 329-337. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; 

Short Grammar Quiz 3

	19.Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 12 (G): Das kulturelle Leben in Deutschland (Culture and Entertainment in Germany), S. 339-345.

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 492 B. 

	21. Nov. 
	Prof. Zinggeler at ACTL-AATG-Conference 

NO CLASS! Hausaufgaben: Write first draft of report! 

	Week 13
	

	24. Nov.
	In Klasse: Kap. 12 (G): Das kulturelle Leben in Deutschland, Second part

Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Write first draft of report! ………………………………………………………………….

	26-28
	No class on Nov. 26 and Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Recess 

	Week 14
	

	1. Dez.
	In Klasse: Kap. 13 (G): Massenmedien (Mass Media), S. 346-355. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten,
Bericht - 1. Fassung online abgeben (No late submission of first draft of final report!)

………………………………………………………………….

	3. Dez.
	In Klasse: Kap. 14 (G): Der Bürger, sein Staat und seine Rechte (The State and Civil Liberties), S. 366-375.  Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 497 C.

………………………………………………………………….

	5. Dez.
	In Klasse: Kap. 14 (G): Der Bürger, sein Staat und seine Rechte (The State and Civil Liberties), S. 375-381. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; ………………………………………………………………….

	Week 15
	

	8. Dez.
	In Klasse: Kap. 15 (G): Kirche und Gesellschaft (Church and Society), S. 383-394. Hausaufgaben: lesen und Fragen zum Text vorbereiten; Grammatik S. 499 C.
Bericht - 2. Fassung online abgeben (No late submission of first draft of final report!)

	10. Dez.
	In Klasse: Nachbeabreitung und “Review for final”

	15. Dez.
	Final Examination

1:00-2:30 pm
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